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[Abstract:] Says Mr. Darrach has agreed to Mr. Seller’s proposition to substitute belting... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
August 12, 1887 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Supt. U.S. Mint 
Eagle’s Mere, Pa. 


My dear Sir: 


Yours of the 10th received this morning. Your timely and effective letter to the architects 
has brot them up standing. Now that it is realized that you are behind me, I can make progress. 
There were some conferences and talk yesterday, but this morning Mr. Sellers and Mr. Darrach 
have had a consultation in the Mint that meant business and the upshot is that the latter has 
finally agreed to Mr. Sellers’ proposition to substitute belting in a modified form for the heavy 
beveled cogwheel gearing that deprives us of the weighing machines. Those cogwheels are 
firmly fastened under the north end of the coining room in the ceiling of the north passage way 
leading to the Juniper St. side yard and were enough to shake down any ordinary wall. Darrach 
yielded reluctantly, but both of them concede that the remedy will be perfect and restore the old 
undisturbed use of the weighing machines; upon which I congratulate you. The change can be 
made in about a week’s time and without stopping Mint work for an hour. Sellers will prepare 
plans of the change for Mr. Darrach’s approval and I will then immediately forward them to you 
for your consideration and assent. I suppose I will have them by tomorrow. 








Bonner, Darrach and myself had a satisfactory conference this morning about the danger 
of overheating the bearings of the engines. Darrach will submit a written report to you on the 
subject which I hope to get in time to mail to you today and also with regard to the result of the 
testing of the boilers which they are making today. 


I do not know when Mr. Lobo expects to return or where he is, but I hope he will stay out 
his full time for he was a very sick man when he left. Mr. Helmbold is off on his vacation. Mr. 
M. Comas (the storekeeper) has returned. 


The Mint Bureau keeps piling up clerical work for us, but that seems to be the special 
purpose for which it was created. We received $1,000 in redeemed nickels this morning from the 
Asst. Treas. in this city, said to be by orders from Washington, but without any notice to you 
from any quarter. Preston telegraphed some days ago to return all N.Y. city orders for one cent 
pieces and that they would be filled by the N.Y. Sub Treasury; but our correspondents failed to 
get them and I have asked Preston for further instructions, so we go. 


Very truly yours, 

H.C. Hickok 

12:15 PM 

I may write you again today. 


